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IN MEMORIAM continued from page 67 


Pingelap. On the latter island, he found that 4% of the 
people had leprosy, so it became a prospect for future 
endeavors for him. After two years in the position, he 
decided to take a full-time position as the only doctor 
on Canton Island, where he stayed for two years. 

In 1955, Norman accepted a position with the Ha- 
wail Territorial Department of Health as Chief of the 
Geriatrics, Cancer Control, and VD Control Branch. 
In this position, he was in charge of mass screening for 
diabetes and was active in heart disease and cancer 
control programs. Among other appointments which 
he received while with the Department of Health, he 
was named, in 1959, to the National Advisory Commit- 
tee for the White House Conference on Aging. He was 
eventually appointed Chief of the Special Health Serv- 
ices Division of the then State Department of Health, 
and retired from that position in 1966. 

After retirement he participated in a leprosy study, 
on the island of Pingelap, of a compound called 
DADDS, which is a long-acting form of a leprosy drug, 
dapsone or DDS. From his work with the South Pacific 
Commission, he remembered the high incidence of 
leprosy among the people of Pingelap and also their 
custom of intermarriage and maintaining relative 
geographic isolation. He went to the island and ar- 
ranged to give DADDS to as many of the residents as 
possible, every 77 days, in an effort to prevent the 
disease among those exposed. This program was car- 
ried on for three years. Norman reported that six new 
cases were diagnosed at the end of the first year of the 
study but no new ones were found during the next two 
years. The study proved that the drug is an effective 
preventive, especially in children. Norman reflected 
back on this study with great satisfaction. The 
Pingelapese leaders gave a feast in his honor the last 
night he was there, because, they said, “you have 
brought life to Pingelap.” 

One of Norman’s hobbies was collecting books and 
articles on leprosy and obtaining information for a 
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book on the time patients lived at Kalaupapa before 
Father Damien arrived. He disagreed with Michener 
regarding the way the first patients were landed at 
Kalaupapa. Norman said that no one really knew what 
happened, but they were not thrown over board as 
Michener said, but taken to a landing. His collection of 
books and articles were left to the Hawaii Medical 
Library along with sufficient funds in his will to cover 
the cost of building a case in which to exhibit them. 

In his retirement years, Norman was active in Cen- 
tral Union Church in Honolulu, where he served as a 
Deacon and as a member of several committees. On 
one occasion, he preached there. At the memorial 
service held for him, the minister said: “His goal in life 
was to serve the needs of others, and he was faithful to 
our Lord to the end of his days.” 


WALTER B. QUISENBERRY, M.D. 
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